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have been kidnapped in this treach-
erous town. Mr. Speaker, I have a re-
cent newspaper article from Nuevo La-
redo that shows a police officer, a po-
licewoman, that was set on fire in the 
streets of Nuevo Laredo trying to en-
force the law. The reason that there is 
chaos, Mr. Speaker, is because these 
drug cartels are trying to come into 
the United States. They are fighting 
over territory. Because the United 
States basically has no policy in pro-
tecting our borders, there is chaos on 
the border. 

Mr. Speaker, the border is a perilous 
place. How many more people have to 
die? How many more Americans have 
to be kidnapped in this border town be-
fore we protect our borders? 

f 

HURRICANE KATRINA FUNDING 

(Mrs. CHRISTENSEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mrs. CHRISTENSEN. Mr. Speaker, 
why is Hurricane Katrina funding 
being treated differently than all other 
emergency funding? And why is this 
body proposing that the poor, elderly 
and children be made to pay for it 
while the corporations rake in the 
money and the wealthy in this country 
continue to get tax cuts? 

And why is it that the temporary ex-
pansion of Medicaid, unemployment 
and Temporary Assistance to Needy 
Families—the very kinds of programs 
that need to be provided in this emer-
gency—are being blocked? 

There is something very wrong with 
this picture and we need to change it. 
There are no offsets for rebuilding Af-
ghanistan and Iraq. There should be 
none for our fellow Americans. 

My colleagues, Congress needs to 
pass the Grassley-Bacchus bill to pro-
vide the lifeline to those who Katrina 
left devastated and homeless. We must 
stop the madness of proposed cuts to 
entitlement programs. We cannot con-
tinue to talk about Medicaid cuts in 
the next 2 years. 

And it is time that the rich share 
some of this country’s burden for a 
change. The tax cuts cannot be made 
permanent. 

My colleagues, the world is watching. 
More importantly, God is watching. 
Let us do the right thing for the people 
of the gulf region, for all Americans, 
and for our country. 

f 

MATT SMITH 

(Mr. NEY asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. NEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate the services of a great 
American, Matt Smith. 

Matt Smith was enlisted in the Spe-
cial Forces out of Fort Campbell, Ken-
tucky and served in Iraq in February of 
2003. While there, Matt Smith was 
struck by six bullets which left the left 
side of his body paralyzed. Remark-
ably, he suffered no cognitive damage 

and is beginning the process of his 
physical recovery. 

Matt Smith has since been awarded a 
Purple Heart, a Meritorious Service 
Award, Global War on Terrorism 
Medal, a National Defense Service 
Medal, and an Army Achievement 
Medal, to name a few. 

Mr. Speaker, Matt Smith represents 
some of the best that Ohio and Amer-
ica have to offer. I want to honor him 
for his upstanding citizenship and for 
the love he has for his township and his 
home of Morgan County, Ohio. 

f 

EQUIPPING OUR TROOPS 

(Mr. BISHOP of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BISHOP of New York. Mr. Speak-
er, ‘‘payback’’ has more than one 
meaning for our troops. For dozens, 
perhaps hundreds, of their families, it 
referred to a glaring oversight by the 
Pentagon that led to grave disappoint-
ment, dismay and continuing frustra-
tion. 

Until the Pentagon finally issued 
regulations yesterday, 1 year after 
Congress imposed its deadlines, many 
troops and their families were not re-
imbursed for their body armor, combat 
helmets and protective gear. We ask 
our troops to risk life and limb to de-
fend us, and yet, unconscionably, we 
made their families pick up the tab. 

With their lives on the line, our 
troops cannot afford to focus on the 
mission with distractions and worries 
about family debts incurred to help 
America’s war effort. We have spent 
over $200 billion in taxpayer funds to 
carry out the war in Iraq. 

The first priority for this money 
should be supplying our troops with 
protective gear they need to survive 
combat. I commend the Senate for vot-
ing last night to shift control of this 
money directly to unit commanders in 
the field. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
measure up to the valor and sacrifices 
of our troops by expanding these rules 
to also cover rifle scopes, additional ra-
dios and more armor for Humvees be-
fore we approve another dime in yet 
another supplemental funding bill. 

f 

FEDERAL RESOURCES OUGHT TO 
BE FOCUSED ON THOSE THAT 
NEED IT MOST 

(Mr. WOLF asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. WOLF. Mr. Speaker, as Congress 
considers how to provide Federal as-
sistance to these victims of these hur-
ricanes, it is critical that we make sure 
resources are focused on helping the 
poor and the needy rather than sub-
sidizing certain self-sustaining indus-
tries like the gambling industry. 

The vast majority of the casinos on 
the gulf coast are owned and operated 
by entertainment companies that have 

been and are likely to continue record 
profits. Most gambling conglomerates 
have been named to the Fortune list of 
100 fastest-growing companies for the 
fifth consecutive year. These conglom-
erates have vowed to rebuild bigger and 
better along the coast. 

With budget deficits growing to his-
toric levels, we need to make sure that 
tax dollars for hurricane relief are 
going to those who truly need the gov-
ernment’s help and not the gambling 
industry. The truth of the matter is, as 
Congress struggles to rein in the 
growth of mandatory spending, it just 
does not make any sense to give tax 
breaks to casinos. 

Mr. Speaker, I hope and trust that 
Congress will do the right thing and 
make sure our Federal resources go to 
the poor, the needy, the vulnerable and 
not the big gambling interests to re-
build the casinos. 

f 

VOTE AGAINST THE GAS BILL 

(Ms. LEE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, Republicans 
in Congress lost no time in turning the 
tragedy of Hurricane Katrina into an 
opportunity to enrich their friends in 
the oil industry at the expense of the 
American people. The Gasoline for 
America’s Security Act of 2005 should 
be called the Second Energy Special In-
terest Act of 2005. 

Energy companies got $12.8 billion in 
subsidies and tax breaks just 2 months 
ago. Now, Republicans are giving them 
a bill filled with the measures that 
were too objectionable to go in the 
first time around. This bill is a pol-
luter-friendly giveaway that has noth-
ing to do with helping hurricane vic-
tims or securing America’s energy 
needs. 

Not only does this bill do nothing for 
Americans facing soaring gas or home 
heating prices, it guts clean air protec-
tions and undermines the Environ-
mental Protection Agency. Only the 
profit-soaked oil and gas companies 
win with this bill. Everyone else is 
stuck paying higher energy prices in 
the short run and the incalculable 
long-term costs that will result from 
compromising our environment and 
failing to achieve energy independence. 

f 

CELEBRATING THE SERVICE OF 
GENERAL RICHARD MYERS 

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. 
Speaker, throughout the past 4 years 
General Richard Myers has served our 
Nation with distinction and honor. 
While serving as the 15th Chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, he has over-
seen some of the most challenging 
times in our Nation’s history. After 
leading our troops to conquer terror-
ists in Afghanistan and to liberate the 
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nation of Iraq, his tenure has been 
marked with great accomplishments in 
the global war on terrorism. American 
families are safer because of his serv-
ice. 

Last week, President Bush described 
General Myers as a kind and humble 
man who believes in serving a cause 
greater than himself. As a member of 
the National Guard during his term 
and a father of three sons currently 
serving in the military, I have had the 
unique opportunity to personally wit-
ness General Myers’ commitment to 
promoting freedom. I am very grateful 
for his service and his sincere dedica-
tion to our troops and the American 
people. As he begins the next phase of 
his life, I am honored to congratulate 
him for a job well done. 

In conclusion, God bless our troops 
and we will never forget September 11. 

f 

RESTORING NEW ORLEANS 

(Mr. BLUMENAUER asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute.) 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
the tragedy that was Hurricane 
Katrina is also an unprecedented op-
portunity for us to help those damaged 
areas in a thoughtful, comprehensive 
fashion. A small example is the St. 
Charles street car. The oldest street 
car line in America, located in New Or-
leans, dates back to 1834, when it was a 
horse-drawn street car. It is not just a 
historic landmark championed by 
former Representative Lindy Boggs, 
but this is something that could be the 
center of a revitalized New Orleans. 
For a relatively modest amount of 
money, it could quickly guide and in-
spire new investments throughout New 
Orleans in a way that would be an ex-
ample of a cost-effective, well-planned 
vision for the future. 

I urge my colleagues to join in an ef-
fort to support a vision of New Orleans 
that deals with its history, thoughtful 
planning, and careful economic devel-
opment: Restore and expand the his-
toric St. Charles Street street cars. 

f 

RECOGNIZING HAROLD CHAPPELL 

(Ms. FOXX asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this Satur-
day marks the beginning of the Na-
tional Fallen Firefighters Memorial 
Weekend, a time dedicated to honoring 
those who paid the ultimate sacrifice 
while in the line of duty. 

b 1015 

Over the weekend, thousands of 
Americans will gather to remember 
America’s bravest heroes and support 
their families. On this occasion, I rise 
to honor the life of one such hero, Vol-
unteer Firefighter Harold Dean Chap-
pell of Jonesville, North Carolina. 

As a member of Arlington Fire and 
Rescue, Firefighter Chappell centered 
his life around serving his community 

and was always willing to help neigh-
bors, friends and strangers. Tragically, 
in July 2004, Jonesville lost one of its 
finest citizens as Firefighter Chappell 
passed away from complications he 
sustained after responding to a motor 
vehicle fire. 

Firefighter Chappell was a wonderful 
man. He was a public servant his entire 
life. He was also a loving father and 
husband. According to his son Larry, 
‘‘If you needed something, you could 
call him, and he would be right there 
to help you. He will be thought of for-
ever as a well-known family man and 
one who was known by many. May he 
rest in peace and watch over us all.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, may we all honor Fire-
fighter Chappell and his family and the 
hundreds of first responders who watch 
over us every day. 

f 

PRAISE FOR PRESIDENT’S CALL 
FOR BUDGET CUTS 

(Mr. PENCE asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. PENCE. Mr. Speaker, on Tues-
day, President Bush laid out a bold vi-
sion for answering the aftermath of 
Hurricane Katrina with generosity and 
fiscal discipline, saying as he did in the 
Rose Garden, ‘‘We here in Washington 
have got a vital role to play in the re-
covery and reconstruction efforts on 
the gulf coast.’’ The President said, 
‘‘I’ve made that clear.’’ He went on to 
say, ‘‘I’ve also made it clear we must 
do it in a fiscally responsible way. Con-
gress needs to pay for as much of the 
hurricane relief as possible by cutting 
spending.’’ The President added, ‘‘I’ll 
work with Members of Congress to 
identify offsets to free up money for 
the reconstruction efforts,’’ and closed 
with the statement, ‘‘The heart of 
America is big enough to be generous 
and responsible at the same time.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, I agree. Let us heed the 
President’s call for fiscal discipline and 
generosity. It is accurate to state that 
the President’s call for reducing spend-
ing and finding offsets is of incalcu-
lable value to those of us fighting to 
respond to the needs of this disaster 
without raising taxes or adding to the 
national debt. Let us heed the Presi-
dent’s call. Let us make the tough 
choices. Let us pay for the cost of 
Katrina by reducing the size and scope 
of government. 

f 

MEDICARE PRESCRIPTION DRUG 
REFORM 

(Mr. PRICE of Georgia asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. PRICE of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, 
over our recent break, I visited with 
various groups of seniors in my dis-
trict, and we provided information and 
education about the biggest change to 
Medicare in the 40-year history of the 
program. 

Beginning this January, for the first 
time, prescription drugs will be cov-
ered under Medicare, and over 40 mil-
lion senior Americans will have the op-
portunity to receive their needed medi-
cations through a new program de-
signed to assist them with payment. 
This is an exciting and hopeful time for 
these citizens. 

As a physician, I understand the im-
portance of providing appropriate 
medications and the imperative of pre-
serving the physician-patient relation-
ship and being certain that decisions 
about which medications are needed be 
made by patients and their doctors, not 
decisions made by Washington bureau-
crats. 

This new program holds great prom-
ise but also has potential difficulties. I 
urge my colleagues to assist in edu-
cating all seniors about the upcoming 
Medicare reforms. Their familiarity 
and knowledge about these changes are 
imperative if we are to have a success-
ful program, one that follows the med-
ical model of first doing no harm. 

f 

COMMUNICATION FROM THE 
CLERK OF THE HOUSE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
ADERHOLT) laid before the House the 
following communication from the 
Clerk of the House of Representatives: 

OFFICE OF THE CLERK, 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, 
Washington, DC, October 4, 2005. 

Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT, 
The Speaker, House of Representatives, Wash-

ington, DC. 
DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-

mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule II of 
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, I have the honor to transmit a sealed 
envelope received from the White House on 
October 4, 2005, at 3:40 p.m. and said to con-
tain a message from the President whereby 
he submits a report consistent with section 
7422(c)(2) of title 10, United States Code on 
the continued production of the Naval Petro-
leum Reserves beyond April 5, 2006. 

With best wishes, I am 
Sincerely, 

JEFF TRANDAHL, 
Clerk of the House. 

f 

CONTINUED PRODUCTION OF 
NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVES— 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT 
OF THE UNITED STATES (H. DOC. 
NO. 109–59) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, without 
objection, referred to the Committee 
on Armed Services and ordered to be 
printed: 
To the Congress of the United States: 

Consistent with section 7422(c)(2) of 
title 10, United States Code, I am in-
forming you of my decision to extend 
the period of production of the Naval 
Petroleum Reserves for a period of 3 
years from April 5, 2006, the expiration 
date of the currently authorized period 
of production. 
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